
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E565March 25, 2003
Time will only tell who is right. Many in this 

chamber will continue to have great dif-
ferences with the Administration on this policy. 
But there is one thing on which I agree whole-
heartedly with the President: our men and 
women in uniform deserve our deepest re-
spect and appreciation. These American citi-
zens are willing to die so that we may live; to 
risk life and limb for the sake of our national 
security. And they will do their job effectively, 
honorably, and without unnecessary partisan 
rancor. I call on my colleagues, and all Ameri-
cans, to acknowledge their sacrifices by living 
up to the ideals for which they are fighting.
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RECOGNIZING JASON GUTHERY AS 
WINNER OF THE COTILLION FOR 
ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Jason Guthery, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership. He has 
been honored with the Award of Distinction as 
winner of the Cotillion for Achievement schol-
arship program. 

The Cotillion for Achievement award was 
established in 1986 and is presented annually. 
Two winners, one male, one female, are se-
lected from public and private school seniors 
attending school in Andrew and Buchanan 
County, Missouri. Students are evaluated on 
four criteria; scholastic achievement, extra-
curricular activities, community involvement 
and an essay written by the student. This 
prestigious award has been extended to 
Jason. 

Jason has established himself as a well-
rounded student. He is involved in numerous 
activities, including Student Council president, 
yearbook editor, newspaper editor, Spirit team, 
baseball captain, football captain, LaFayette 
overnight experience, Peers Always Listen, 
blood mobile, Youth Forum facilitator, Lind-
bergh Christmas volunteer, Young Life junior 
leader, and a junior counselor of the Missouri 
Association of Student Councils. Additionally, 
he has been honored for his achievements 
with such awards and distinctions as the Stu-
dents Owning Academic Responsibility aca-
demic pin winner and academic letter winner. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jason Guthery for his many 
achievements and in wishing him the best of 
luck in his future.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Pat Loomes, Executive Director of Girls 
Incorporated of Alameda County. Pat has self-
lessly dedicated her life to inspiring girls to be 
strong, smart and bold. 

Pat grew up in Ireland and immigrated to 
the United States with education and activism 
as her primary goals. After earning a graduate 
degree she began working at the Berkeley 
Women’s Center in the early 1970s. There 
she identified the immense need for preven-
tive measures for women who had suffered 
life-long abuse and low self-esteem, and who 
possessed very few skills that could translate 
into employment or self-improvement. 

It was at this time that Pat accepted the po-
sition as Executive Director at a small organi-
zation for girls with the passion and foresight 
that produced the thriving social service agen-
cy that Girls Inc. of Alameda County is today. 

For the past 25 years, Pat has been instru-
mental in the financial growth of the organiza-
tion. Under her direction, operations grew to 
over $3 million, and today the organization 
serves thousands of girls. Girls Inc. has ex-
panded from a small tutoring and recreational 
club to offering girls more than 10 acclaimed 
programs ranging from science, math and 
technology enrichment to leadership and fit-
ness as well as comprehensive mental health 
services. 

During her tenure as Executive Director of 
Girls Inc., Pat has been ahead of her time in 
confronting girls’ most sensitive needs with 
conviction and grace. In 1989, when funding 
cuts discontinued a local program for pregnant 
teens and teen parents, Girls Inc. began to 
support services for this population. Pat also 
oversaw the implementation of the award-win-
ning national program, Preventing Adolescent 
Pregnancy. Since that time, Girls Inc.’s health 
and sexuality programming has expanded to 
include services to school-age mothers, preg-
nant and parenting girls involved in the juve-
nile justice system, as well as providing repro-
ductive health education in schools from 
Berkeley to Union City. 

Pat’s hard work and devotion have not gone 
unrecognized. In 1986 and again in 2000, the 
United Way awarded Pat the Seaton Manning 
Outstanding Professional Award for her ‘‘vi-
sionary leadership and tireless advocacy for 
girls.’’ The Wells Fargo Foundation and the 
Management Center of San Francisco also 
honored her with the 2001 Navigator Award 
for Model Leadership.

Pat served as a member of the National 
Girls Incorporated Board of Directors for 13 
years. In 1995 she delivered a seminar on 
math and science for girls at the International 
Women’s Conference in Beijing, China. Her 
advocacy skills were well utilized in these are-
nas of national and international policymaking. 

I am honored to join the colleagues of Pat 
Loomes in commending her 25 years of tire-
less commitment to empowering girls. Pat has 
made it a personal and professional mission to 
strike a balance between her ideology and di-
rect service to her community. She has been 
not only the driving force behind the success 
of Girls Incorporated of Alameda County for 
25 years, but a crucial advocate for girls 
around the globe as well.

f 

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak 
on the 182nd anniversary of Greek Independ-
ence Day. 

Greek Independence Day is a celebration of 
freedom and democratic self-governance. 
Classical Greece was the birthplace of democ-
racy. Athen’s era of liberty and self-govern-
ance inspired many of our Founding Fathers, 
particularly Thomas Jefferson as the author of 
the Declaration of Independence. Freedom 
movements throughout history have been in-
spired by classical Greece. 

The 400 year foreign occupation of Greece 
by the repressive Ottoman Empire cast a pall 
over the proponents of democratic self-govern-
ance. The Greeks captured the world’s imagi-
nation again when they began their fight for 
freedom from the Ottoman Empire in 1821. 
The Greeks won their independence and re-
newed the worldwide movement towards self-
governance. 

I am proud to represent one of the longest 
sustained communities of Americans of Greek 
descent. The first Greek came to Lowell in the 
mid-19th century. By the 1890s Greek immi-
grants began moving to Lowell to work in its 
mills. They opened Greek Orthodox churches, 
developed small businesses, organized social 
institutions, and helped build the city of Lowell. 

The Greek families thrived and grew and 
Lowell became a major destination point for 
Greek immigration. In fact, Lowell was called 
the ‘‘Acropolis of America.’’ Thousands of 
Greek families throughout the United States 
can trace their roots back to Lowell. 

The Hellenic community of Lowell remains 
vibrant and engaged. For example, last month 
I held a community forum on the Cyprus dis-
pute. The unlawful division of Cyprus has 
been a major foreign policy dilemma for 
N.A.T.O. and the State Department. This win-
ter, a new United Nations plan and popular 
support on both sides of Cyprus for a settle-
ment fostered intensive negotiations. 

Because of the importance of this issue, I 
held a forum on the Cyprus negotiations. I’m 
often told that people do not care about inter-
national affairs until after a dispute has be-
come an international crisis. This was proven 
wrong by the demonstrated interest of the Hel-
lenic community in the Cyprus negotiations. 

Those in attendance at the Cyprus forum 
belonged to such institutions as: Hellenic Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Trans-
figuration Greek Orthodox Church, Sts. Con-
stantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church, 
St. George’s Greek Orthodox Church, the 
Federation of Hellenic-American Societies of 
New England, Greek American Legion Post 
#1, the Mani Society, the Pan-Macedonian As-
sociation, the Pan-Laconian Federation, the 
Order of A.H.E.P.A., the Euorkos Society, the 
Sons and Daughters of Kastrakini, and the 
Pan-Messinian Federation, among other insti-
tutions. 

The latest negotiations failed largely be-
cause the northern Cyprus obstructionist lead-
er Rauf Denktash prevented the plan from 
being sent to the Turkish Cypriots for a ref-
erendum. This latest travesty by Mr. Denktash 
will only fuel the increasing distant between 
himself and the new, pro-settlement govern-
ment of Turkey. 

While frustrating to all, the negotiations went 
further than any prior negotiations. It is the 
continued interest and work of the Hellenic 
community that will raise awareness about Cy-
prus. I can think of no better living tribute to 
Greek Independence Day.

VerDate Dec 13 2002 04:56 Mar 26, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A25MR8.026 E25PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-22T13:59:22-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




